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HOUGH  I  appear  in  defence  of  Glass’s 
Magnesia  as  the  prefent  Proprietor,  I . 

.  .  cannpt  ad™t  that  my  zeal  for  prefer-  ", 

vmg  its  reputation  arifes  entirely  from  a  regard  ," 

to  my  own  private  intereft.  The  great  fuccefs  with  ' 
which  tins  valuable  Preparation  has  been  admini- 
hered  for  many  years,  with  the  univerfal  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  affords  me 

f  :Sral  TT  f°r  maintaining  the  character 
3f  a  Medicine  of  fo  much  public  utility  ;  more  efpe- 

nally  as  the  groundlefs  attack  .that-  has  been  made 

JP0n  lC\ls  meant’  fr°m  obvioufly  interefted  views 
b  impole  upon  the  Public  a  very  impure  and  pon- 
leious  kind  of  Magnesia  in  its  Head,  infinitely  in- 
enor  in  every  effenrial  quality. 

In  order  that  the  Public  may  be  able  to  form  a 
;roper  judgment  of  the  rife,  motives,  and  grounds 
f  this  audacious  attack,  it  may  be  neceifary  to  lay 
efore  them  the  following  plain  narrative. 
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Many  years  ago  Mr.  Glass,  an  eminent  Surgeon 
of  Oxford,  difcovered  a  method  of  preparing 
Magnesia  Alba  in  the  higheft  degree  of  purity  *, 
and  judging  that  this  difcovery  would  be  greatly 
beneficial,  both  to  the  Public  and  himfelf,  he  after¬ 
wards  quitted  the  bufinefs  of  his  profefTion,  and 
devoted  his  whole  attention  to  fo  ufeful  a  prepara¬ 
tion  :  when  the  Medicine  came  to  be  publicly  fold, 
and  its  fuperior  excellence  was  fufficiently  known, 
the  demand  for  it  fully  anfwered  his  expectations. 
—The  mo  ft  eminent  of  the  Faculty  approved  and 
recommended  it  •,  and  there  was  icarceiy  a  family  of 
diftinction  in  the  kingdom,  from  that  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  downwards,  that  did  not  ufe  this  Magnesia. 
Mr.  Glass,  however,  advancing  in  years,  and  his 
health  being  much  impaired,  he  found  himfelf  un¬ 
able  to  pay  fo  conftant  an  attention  to  the  Labora¬ 
tory,  as  the  extenfive  demands  of  the  Public  necef- 
farily  required,  and  therefore,  in  the  month  of  April* 
1772,  he  fold  the  fecret  of  conducting  the  procefs 
to  me,  for  a  valuable  confideration.  from  that  time 
I  undertook  the  works,  and  became  Proprietor  of 
the  Magnesia  fold  under  his  name. 

In  February*  1 7 7 3 >  Mr.  Glass  died,  and  imme¬ 
diately  5 Thomas  Henry*  Apothecary*  in  M cinch  eft  er  *  ob- 
ierving  with  envy  the  umverfal  efteem  in  which 
Glass’s  Magnesia  was  held,  and  long  defirous  of 
wrefting  to  himfelf  fo  beneficial  a  branch  or  com¬ 
merce,  avails  himfelf  of  this  opportunity,  and  pub- 
lifhes  what  he  entitles  Strictures  on  Glafs's  Magnefia. 
In  thefe  Strictures  Mr.  Henry  confines  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  Magnesia  as  prepared  by  me ;  no 
where  venturing  a  Tingle  reflection  on  that  prepared 
by  my  predeceftor  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  every  where 
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allows  it  to  be  the  Standard  of  Purity.  He  had  in¬ 
deed  pretended  to  a  rivalfhip  with  Mr.  Glass,  in  a 
former  publication,  but  in  that  he  did  not  fucceed ; 
the  only. card  therefore  he  had  next  to  play,  was  to 
feize  the  opportunity  of  Mr.  Glass’s  death,  and 
reprefent  the  Magnesia  now  transferred  into  other 
hands,  though  fold  under  his  name,  not  to  be  the 
fame  with  what  Mr.  Glass  had  prepared,  but  ex¬ 
tremely  impure  and  adulterated  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  inform  the  Reader  where  Magnefia,  pre¬ 
pared  by  himfelf,  free  (as  he  pretends)  from  all 
thofe  impurities,  was  to  be  fold. 

Now  confidering  that  Mr.  Henry  himfelf  ac¬ 
knowledges  his  having  been  informed  that  I  paid  a 
valuable  Premium  to  Mr.  Glass  for  his  particular 
method  of  preparing  Magnesia,  it  might  have 
been  expedled  that  his  Stridtures  refled  on  fome 
better  foundation  :  A  good  man  would  very  re- 
ludlantly  invade  another’s  property,  even  with  truth 
on  his  fide;  and  it  could  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,<that 
a  bad  man  would  make  the  attempt  without  it. 
Yet  the  Reader  will  find  that  Mr.  Henry  had  no 
better  grounds  than  mere  affertion,  either  for  his 
claim  of  rivalfhip  with  Mr.  Glass,  or  for  treating 
me  in  the  illiberal  manner  he  has  done. 

In  a  former  publication,  to  which  thefe  Stridlurcs 
are  only  an  appendix,  he  informs  the  public  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  Happening  to  live  fome  years  ago  in  the 
“  neighbourhood  of  a  gentleman  who  has  long 
“  been  celebrated  as  the  Preparer  of  the  molt 
“  genuine  Magnesia,  and  never  having  been  able 
“  myfelf  to  make  Magnesia  comparable  to  his, 

“  by  the  commonly  known  methods,  I  was  de- 
“  firous  of  gaining  fome  intelligence  as  to  his  pro- 
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^  cefs,  and  was  at  laft  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain  : 
>sc  fome  ufeful  hints.  I  availed  myfelf  of  thefe ; 
a  and  after  repeated  trials,  produced  Magnesia  i 

equally  pure,  white,  taftelefs,  light ,  and  impal- 
6C  pable,  with  that  of  Mr.  Glass  nay,  fometimes  i 
“  that  of  my  own  preparing  has  been  fuperior  to  : 
“  his,  and  in  one  refpebi  has  generally  the  advan- 
u  tage  of  it,  namely,  that  mine  is  not  fo  ft  iff  when  i 
“  dried,  and  may  be  reduced  to  the  flneft  powder 
a  by  fimple  prefllire  ;  whereas  his  requires  fome 
tc  degree  of  trituration  to  break  the  lumps  eflfec- 
6<  tually.” 

So  far  Mr.  Henry.  The  fa£t  is  briefly  thus  : — 
About  fourteen  years  ago  Mr.  Henry  lived  as 
journeyman  to  an  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mr.  Glass  *,  and  however  earneftly  difpofed  he 
might  have  been  to  fteal  from  the  original  Inven¬ 
tor  and  Proprietor  the  fecret  and  fruits  of  his  dif- 
covery,  yet  it  was  abfolutely  impoflible  for  him  to 
havje  acquired  a  Angle  hint.  Mr.  Glass  having 
ever  kept  his  lips  and  his  laboratory  clofe  fhut  up 
from  all  the  world  •,  and  as  for  tampering  with  fer-* 
vants,  (the  only  method  Mr.  Henry  could  think  of 
in  that  cafe)  Mr.  Glass  was  fo  cautious  as  to  em¬ 
ploy  fuch  fervants,  and  in  filch  parts  of  the  work 
only,  as  fhouid  neceflarily  preclude  all  poflible  dis¬ 
covery  of  fo  valuable  a  fecret,  let  the  inquisitive 
Invader  be  ever  fo  artful  or  unprincipled. 

If  therefore  Mr.  Henry  produced  Magnesia 
equally  pure,  white,  taftelefs,  light,  and  impalpable, 
with  that  of  Mr.  Glass,  the  merit  was  entirely  his 
o\Vn  :  Whether  he  did  or  not,  will  be  made  appear. 

By  this  time  the  candid  and  judicious  Reader,  I 
doubt  not,  begins  to  perceive  the  complexion  of 

this 
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this  faid  Mr.  Henry :  I  fhall  not  detain  him  with 
any  comment,  but  go  on  with  my  narrative. 

Mr.  Henry  having  failed  in  his  attempts  on  Mr. 
Glass,  for  fail  he  certainly  did,  changes  his 
ground,  and  at  laft  hit  upon  an  expedient,  which 
he  vainly  flattered  himfelf  would  infallibly  infure 

him  iuccefs. - -He  prefents  to  the  Royal  College 

of  Phyficians,  in  London,  what  he  entitled,  An 
improved  Method  of  making  Magnefia  \  and  there 
affirms  what  I  before-mentioned,  that  by  this  im¬ 
proved  Method ,  he  produced  Magnesia  equally 
pure,  light,  &c.  with  that  of  Mr.  Glass.  The 
College,  not  aware  of  the  Impofture,  or  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  whence  it  proceeded,  admit  this  his  improved 
method,  into  their  next  publication ;  guarding 
themfelves  neverthelefs  by  an  advertifement  pre¬ 
fixed  to  that  very  volume,  in  the  following  words  : 
ct  The  College  think  it  proper  to  declare, 
tc  that  they  do  not  as  a  body  mean  to  vouch 

“  FOR  THE  TRUTH  OF  ANY  RELATION,  OR  TO  GIVE 
cc  AUTHORITY  TO  ANY  OPINION,  CONTAINED  IN  THE 

<c  papers  here  published.3*-"  Hence  it  is  ob- 
vious  the  College  of  Phyficians  have  NOT  patro¬ 
nized  Mr.  Henry’s  improved  method. 

This,  however,  Mr.  Henry  judged  to  be  an  im¬ 
portant  flep  gained,  and  he  availed  himfelf  of  it  in 
nis  future  publications,  and  in  the  papers  repeatedly, 
notwithfianding  their  faid  Advertifement.  But  this 
project  alfo  foon  proved  abortive*,  for  this  wonder¬ 
ful  Medicine,  fo  perfedtly  pure,  fo  light,  fo  “  fame- 
times  fuperior”  to  that  of  Mr.  Glass,  fo  ufhered  in 
by  all  his  ideal  pomp  of  approbation  from  the  College 
of  Phyficians,  as  foon  as  it  was  brought  to  the  tefb  of 
experiment,  was  found  to  fail  in  the  grand  criteridn 
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of  purity,  its  levity,  to  a  moft  aftonifhing  degree. 
Every  one  who  knew  not  even  the  firft  Elements 
of  Chemiftry  could  bring  it  to  this  teft  ;  and  the 
greateft  adept  in  the  fcience,  could  think  of  no 
better,  as  the  Magnefia  Earth  is  the  lighted:  of  any 
wc  are  acquainted  with. 

After  having  thus  impofed  upon  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  and  after  his  Veracity  had  been  found  to 
be  as  light ,  as  his  Magnefia  was  heavy ,  by  every 
man  who  had  a  pair  of  fcales  in  his  pofteffion,  one 
might  naturally  have  concluded  that  Mr.  Henry 
would  have  withdrawn  himfelf  and  his  Magnefia 
from  the  eye  of  the  public,  and  have  been  for  ever 
filent  on  the  fubjedt.  But  Mr.  Henry  is  not  fo 
eafily  filenced  ;  for  finding  the  grand  Criterion  of 
Levity  no  longer  t enable ,  he  was  reduced  to  make 
the  Jhameful  Acknowledgment y  that  it  was  not  equal 
to  Mr.  Glass’s  in  that  quality.  In  the  account, 
therefore,  which  he  had  delivered  to  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  he  affirmed  as  a  Truth  what  he  either 
knew  to  be  uncertain ,  or  muft  have  been  convinced 
was  abfolutely  falfe.  Thus  giving  up  the  Levity 
he  firft  contended  for,  he  changes  his  ground  a 
third  time,  and  infinuates,  that  fo  far  from  its 
being  a  Teft  of  Purity,  the  lighter  the  Magnesia, 
the  greater  reafon  for  concluding  it  to  be  impure.— 
A  wonderful  Inference,  truly  ! 

Had  Magnesia  Alba  been  of  that  tribe  of  Me¬ 
dicines  whofe  analyfis  is  not  eafily  to  be  fubjetfted  to 
the  teft  of  Experiment,  fo  bold  an  aftertor  as  Mr. 
Henry  might  poffibiy  have  injured  both  the  Public 
and  the  Propietor  to  a  very  efifential  degree  *,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  for  him  that  is  not  the  cafe  *,  a  few  fimple 
obvious  proofs  are  fufficient  to  determine  the  whole 
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controverfy,  and  let  Mr.  Henry  change  about, 
fhuffle,  fcribble,  prate,  puzzle,  and  bamboozle  ever 
I'o  much,  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  over  them,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judicious  reader. 

The  fubjeCt  has  already  been  taken  up  by  Dr. 
Glafs ,  Phyfician  at  Exeter ,  a  Gentleman  whofe  dif- 
tinguifhed  abilities  are  too  well  known  in  the  literary 
world  for  me  to  prefume  a  word  in  his  commenda¬ 
tion.  I  dare  only  embrace  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
preffing  my  great  obligations  to  him,  for  the  generous 
declaration  he  has  been  pleafed  to  make  in  regard  to 
my  reputation  and  property ;  which4he  acknowledges 
were  the  motives,  in  conjunction  with  a  defire  of 
preventing  the  Public  from  being  deceived,  for  his 
undertaking  “  An  Examination  of  Mr.  Henry's  Stric¬ 
tures  on  Glafs' s  Magnefia "  *  :  By  which  it  is  fully 
demonftrated,  that  Glafs' s  Magnefia  is  not  calcareous ; 
that  it  is  lighter  than  Mr.  Henry’s  to  an  amazing  de¬ 
gree  *,  that  it  is  as  much  fuperior  to  his  in  purity 
as  it  is  in  lightnefs\  and  that  the  Magnefia  prepared 
by  the  preient  Proprietor,  is  about  the  fame  ftandard 
of  lightnefs  with  that  which  was  prepared  by  Mr. 
Glass  himfelf,  tho’  the  contrary  is  fo  boldly  afferted 
by  Mr.  Henry. 

In  this  Examination  the  comparative  purity  of 
Glass’s  Magnesia,  as  prepared  by  me,  and  that 
prepared  by  Mr.  Henry,  is  fo  clearly  flared  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  fo  accurate  a  train  of  experiments,  as 
fcarcely  to  leave  room  or  occafion  for  troubling  the 
Public  with  a  fyllable  farther  on  the  matter.  But  as 
I  had  pledged  my  faith  to  the  Public  before  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  DoClor’s  pamphlet,  and  as  other 

*  Printed  for  R.  Baldwin,  No.  47,  in  Patcr-nofter~Row ;  and 
B.  Thorne,  in  Exeter,  1774. 
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refpedtable  perfonages  of  the  Faculty  have  done  me 
the  honor  of  authenticating  the  experiments  I  was 
under  the  neceftity  of  making  in  defence  of  my  pro¬ 
perty,  fo  fcandaloufiy  invaded,  I  ftiould  appear  defi¬ 
cient  in  my  engagements  to  the  Public,  and  wanting 
in  my  gratitude  to  thofe  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  negli¬ 
gent  of  my  own  intereft,  was  I  to  remain  entirely 
filent  on  fo  urgent  an  occafion. 

The  whole  of  the  charge  to  be  found  in  Mr. 
Henry’s  publication  may  be  reduced  under  the  two 
following  heads : 

Firft — He  feems  to  infmuate,  by  implication,  that 
I  was  not  thoroughly  inftrucfed  in  Mr.  Glass’s  pe¬ 
culiar  art  of  preparing  Magnesia  Alba  ;  or,  if  I 
was,  that  I  did  not  ftridtly  adhere  to  it ;  for  that 
Secondly — The  Magnesia  fold  by  me,  under  the 
name  of  Mr.  Glass,  is  “  impure ,  calcareous ,  and  im~ 
proper  for  the  purpofe  of  calcining  F 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft  charge,  and  to  invalidate  this 
low  artifice,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Public  the 
following  Affidavit. 

[  COPY.  ] 

SAMUEL  GLASS  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  Surgeon 
maketh  Oath  That  the  Book  containing  Nineteen  Folios  or  Pages 
the  firft'  of  them  intitled  a  Recipe  or  Receipt  for  making  or 
preparing  Magnefia  by  a  particular  Procefs  and  all  of  them 
wrote  by  this  Deponent  with  his  own  Hand  and  mb  fieri  bed 
by  him  with  his  own  proper  Name  and  which  faid  *  Book 
is  mentioned  to  be  referred  to  by  this  his  Affidavit  doth  contain 
a  true  exa-Ct  and  particular  Recipe  or  Receipt  for  making  or 
preparing  Magnefia  to  as  great  Perfection  as  the  fame  at  any 
time  heretofore  hath  been  made  prepared  or  fold  by  this 
Deponent.  AND  that  the  faid  Book  doth  contain  an 

*  The  Book  referred  to  it  annexed  to  the  original  Affidavit. 
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cxatt  true  and  particular  account  of  the  feveral  Ingredients  made 
ufe  of  by  this  Deponent  in  the  making  or  preparing  Mag- 
nefra  by  the  Procefs  ufed  by  him  in  preparing  the  fame  to 
the  greatefl  perfe&ion  done  by  him  and  of  the  faid  Procefs. 
AND  alfo  full  Directions  and  InftruCtions  for  making  or 
preparing  the  fame  by  or  according  to  fuch  Procefs. 

AND  alfo  that  he  this  Deponent  hath  not  at  any  time 
or  times  heretofore'  difcovered  difclofed  or  any  ways  made 
known  his  Art  Secret  or  Procefs  of  making  or  preparing 
Magnelia  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  whomfoever  or  taught  or 
intruded  explained  or  given  any  information  or  done  caufed 
or  permitted  to  be  done  any  A£t  Matter  or  Thing  whatfo- 
ever  whereby  or  by  means  whereof  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
whomfoever  to  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  this  Deponent  can 
have  acquired  or  attained  the  Art  Secret  or  Knowledge  of 
making  or  preparing  or  can  be  enabled  to  make  or  prepare 
Magneda  by  the  particular  Procefs  or  to  the  Perfection  of 
that  made  or  prepared  and  publickly  fold  by  thy  Deponent 
under  the  Defcription  of  Glass’s  Magnesia* 

%  *4' 

4G  i  A  S  S, 


hi  9  i 

•f  > 


Sworn  the  6th  Day  of  April, 

1772,  before  me 

JA*.  MORI 
A  Mailer  in  Chancery 


This  foiemn  declaration,  I  is  fufficient 

to  prove  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Glass  the  moil 
unrelerved  and  explicit  directions  for  preparing  his 
Magnesia:  and  that  I  have  uniformly  and  invio¬ 
lably  adhered  to  thofe  direflA  all  who  have  exa¬ 
mined  the  Magne-a,  ex^e^Pthe  ingenious  Mr. 
Henry,  I  hope  will  admit. 

But  foi  the  Bulk  of  Mankind,  who  perhaps  want 
either  inclination,  opportunity,  or  ability,  to  attend 
to  Chemical  Proceffes,  fomething  further  may  be 
neceffary;  and  therefore  for  their  fatisfa&ion  I  fob- 
join  this  Atteftation. 
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[  COPY.  ] 

PETER  DELAMOTTE  now  of  Oxford  maketh 
Oath  and  faith.  That  in  the  beginning  of  April  in  the  Year 
One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  Two,  he  agreed 
to  purchafe  of  Samuel  Glafs  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  Sur¬ 
geon,  for  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money*,  his  Art  or  Secret  of 
making  or  preparing  Magnefia,  by  a  particular  Procefs  of  his 
the  faid  Samuel  Glafs’s  own  Difco very,  which  Preparation  of 
Magnelia  had  for  fome  Years  pall  been  pubiickly  fold  by  the 
Name  and  Defcription  of  Glafs’s  Magnelia ;  And  that  he  the 
faid  Samuel  Glafs,  on  being  paid  the  Sum  fo  agreed  for,  did 
deliver  unto  this  Deponent  a  Receipt  or  Recipe  of  the  particular 
Procefs,  ufed  by  the  faid  Samuel  Glafs  for  making  or  prepa- 
ring  Magnefia,  in  his  own  Hand  Writing  and  verified  on  his 
Oath;  And  alfo  of  the  feveral  Ingredients,  the  Quality  and 
Quantity  of  each,  and  the  Manner  of  preparing  Magnefia  by 
the  Procefs  aforefaid  ;  and  that  in  as  great  Perfection,  as  it 
had  at  any  time  theretofore  been  prepared  by  the  faid  Samuel 
Glafs :  And  Samuel  Glafs  did  oblige  himfelf 

fo  to  do,  and  a&ualiy  dM  go  through  and  perform  feveral  Pro- 
celfes  in  making  or  preparing  Magnefia  in  the  Prefence  of  this 
Deponent ;  And  did  afterwards  fuperintend  the  ProcelTes  gone 
through  by  hiS  this  Deponent  until  he  the  faid  Samuel  Glafs 
was  fully  fatisfied,  that  this  Deponent  was  thoroughly  indrufl- 
ed  in  and  had  perfectly  learnt  the  Art  of  preparing  Magnelia 
in  as  great  Perfe&ion  as  it  had  been  prepared  by  him  the  faid 
Samuel  Glafs :  And  farther  this  Deponent  faith.  That  in  making 
or  preparing  Magnefia  he  has  always  adhered  with  the  greatell 
Nicety,  and  utmoll  ExaiSp||fs,  in  every  particular,  to  the  Manner 
of  preparing  Magnefia,  ^prefcribed  in  the  Recipe  delivered  to 
him  by  the  faid  Samuel  Glafs  in  his  own  Hand  Writing  and 
verified  on  his  Oath.  And  this  Deponent  on  his  Oath  further 
faith,  That  the  feveral  Portions  of  Magnelia,  upon  which  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  who  have  made  Experiments  at  his 

*  The  Sum  bona  fide  paid  to  Mr.  Samuel  Glass,  as  a  Consideration, 
was  One  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  exclufive  of  the  Utenhis  in 
his  Labaiatory,  Stock  and  Fixtures,  to  a  large  Amount, 

Rcquefi, 
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Requeft,  (an  Account  of  which  is  inferted  in  this  Pamphlet)  were 
ail  of  this  Deponent’s  own  Preparation. 

P.  DELAMOTTE. 

Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  15th  January,  1774. 

Sworn  before  me, 

THO.  FOTHERGILL,  Vice-Chancellor. 

After  the  perufal  of  the  above  Affidavits,  I  am 
confident  the  judicious  Reader  would  fcarcely  re¬ 
quire  me  to  advance  a  ftep  further  in  my  juftification. 
He  fees  clearly  how  the  matter  Hands  between  Mr. 
Henry  and  me  ;  he  knows  that  Mr.  Henry  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  the  Magnesia  prepared  by  Mr.  Glass 
was  the  Standard  of  Purity  \  he  fees  that  Mr. 
Gl  ass  fully  inftructed  me  in  every  particular  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  art  •,  he  fees  alfo  that  I  repeatedly 
executed  his  inftrudtions  under  his  own  eye,  and  to 
his  entire  fatisfadlion ;  he  knows  alfo,  that  I  fold 
the  Magnesia  of  my  own  preparing  under  his  name 
for  near  a  twelvemonth  before  Mr.  Glass’s  death  ; 
he  farther  knows,  that  the  ingredients  whence  Mag¬ 
nesia  is  prepared  are  fo  very  cheap,  comparatively 
with  the  price  of  the  Medicine,  that  there  never 
could  be,  either  before  or  after  Mr.  Glass’s  death, 
any  temptation  to  adulterate ;  the  whole  merit  and 
value  of  the  Medicine  depending  on  its  purity,  and 
that  on  the  particular  manner  of  preparing  it ;  a  fe- 
cret  which  I  fhall  prefently  fhew  Mr.  Henry  has  not 
acquired,  and  I  truft  never  will,  unlefs,  when  I  am 
grown  old  and  infirm,  he  fhould  advance  as  large  a 
premium  to  me  as  I  did  to  my  predeceflor,  or  be 
more  fuccefsful  with  my  fervants  than  he  happened 
to  be  with  Mr.  Glass’s. 

In  order  to  confirm  the  charge  comprehended 
under  the  fecond  head,  Mr,  Henry  appears  to  have 

been 
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been  fa  violently  tranfported  with  the  defire  of  ex¬ 
ploding  Glass’s  Magnesia,  that  he  has  fallen  into 
lame  obfervations  not  more  unfavourable  to  his  can¬ 
dour,  than  unfortunate  for  his  fame  as  a  pretender 
to  the  knowledge  of  Chemiftry ;  and  afierts,  that 
4£  the  folution  ot  Glass’s  Magnesia,  as  prepared  by 
14  me,  in  the  vitriolic  acid,  was  very  imperfect,  that 
44  when  calcined  one  fcruple  of  it  impregnated  an 
44  ounce  of  water  almoft  as  drongly  as  fo  much  lime 
44  would  have  done. ;  that  the  taite  of  the  lime,  after 
44  calcination,  was  fo  very  difagreeable,  that  he  was 
14  not  free  from  it  for  feme  hours  *,  that  the  water 
44  impregnated  with  it  was  as  ftrong  to  the  tafte  as 
44  common  lime  water;  and  the  precipitate  that 
44  fell  from  it,  upon  blowing  air  into  it,  was  as  co- 
44  pious  as  he  ever  obferved  from  that  prepared  from 
44  ilone  or  oyfter-fhell  lime.” 

Thefe  are  undoubted  irrefragable  proofs  of  a 
calcareous  Earth,  indeed  of  there  being  fcarcely 
any  other  than  ) a  calcareous  Earth  in  the  Magnefia 
prepared  fay  me,  fo  that  I  have  paid  1500/.  to  learn 
thedecret  of  filling  boxes  with  Lime,  Chalk,  Crab’s 
Eyes,  or  powdered  Oyder  Shells.  One  fecret  in¬ 
deed  X  mud  have  got  into  the  bargain,  and  that  no 
inconfiderable  one,  namely,  the  fecret  of  changing 
the  fpecific  gravities  of  bodies,  fo  as  to  make  them 
at  my  option  to  weigh  ten  times  fpecifically  lighter 
than  they  were  ever  known  to  weigh  before,  as  will 
appear  by  die  annexed  table.  What  would  not 
Inch  a  man  as  Mr,  Henry  give  for  fuch  a  fecret  ? 
It  is  the  very  Philofopher’s  Stone  the  Chemifts  have 
been  fo  long  in  purfuit  of!  Let  us  now  fee  how 
this  account  will  Hand  the  Ted  of  Experiment,  for 
by  that  the  Public  will  be  determined,  and  not  by 
the  intereded  affertions  of  Mr.  Henry. 
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EXPERIME  NTS 

Under  the  Infpe&ion  of 


Dr.  SMITH,  formerly  Reader  in  Anatomy 
and  Chemijlry ,  and  now  S civilian  ProfeJJor 
of  Geometry  \ 

Dr.  VIVIAN,  Regius  Profeffor  of  Phyfic ; 

Dr.  PARSONS,  Prseleflor  in  Anatomy ,  and 
the  prefent  Reader  in  Chemijlry  ; 

^  ,  *  >  i  “i  “  ' 

And  Dr.  WALL,  Fellow  of  New  College  ; 


EXPERIMENT  I. 


Twelve  grains  of  Glass’s  Magnesia,  reduced 
to  a  powder,  were  added  to  twenty-fix  drops  of  oil 
of  vitriol,  diluted  in  one  ounce  of  fnow-water ;  a 
flight  effervefcence  enfued,  the  Magnefia  was  com- 
pieatly  diifolved,  and  the  liquor  perfectly  colourlefs 
ahd  tranfparent  in  eight  minutes. 

This  Experiment  correfponds  exadly  with  that 
made  by  Dr.  Glafs. 

t  .  t  .  ,  *■  **•*>  '  r  t 

-L : . : !  i ,  /.  u. '  i .  i  >■  ,  /■'  i  ii  fi  ,  :  : '  . !  \  rj 

EXPERIMENT  II. 

T welve  grains  of  Mr.  Henry’s  Magnefia,  reduced 
to  a  powder,  were  added  to  twenty-fix  drops  of  oil 
of  vitriol,  diluted  in  one  ounce  of  fnow-water;  a 
violent  effervefcence  enfued,  and  tho’  the  Magnefia 
feemed  to  be  difiolved,  yet  the  liquor  acquired  a 
•  yellow  tinge,  and  a  fenfible  precipitation  was  found 
at  the  bottom  of  the  glafs  the  next  day. 

EXPERIMENT 
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EXPERIMENT  III. 

Six  grains  of  Glass’s  Magnesia,  calcined  in  the 
Mufeum,  were  added  to  thirty-two  drops  of  oil  of 
vitriol,  diluted  with  three  ounces  of  fnow-water  \ 
the  liquor  without  any  effervefcence  became  per¬ 
fectly  colourlefs  and  tranfparent  in  a  few  minutes, 
and  no  precipitation  enfued  ever  afterwards. 

EXPERIMENT  IV. 

Six  grains  of  Mr.  Henry’s  calcined  Magnefia, 
bought  of  his  agent  Mr.  Johnfon  in  London,  were 
added  to  thirty-two  drops  of  oil  of  vitriol,  diluted 
with  three  ounces  of  fnow-water.  The  mixture 
continued  for  feveral  minutes  opake  and  milky : 
fix  drops  more  of  the  acid  were  added,  but  ftill 
the  mixture  continued  opake :  after  fome  minutes 
fix  drops  more  were  added,  and  ftill  the  folution 
continued  imperfeCt  :  then  were  added  fix  drops 
more,  making  in  all  fifty  drops,  after  which  the 
liquor  became  tranfparent;  but  a  precipitation  that 
had  been  forming  in  the  courfe  of  the  Experiment 
remained  undiflolved,  and  was  found  on  examina¬ 
tion,  two  days  afterwards,  by  the  above  gentlemen, 
in  the  fame  undiflolved  ftate. 

EXPERIMENT  V. 

To  two  fcruples  of  Glass’s  calcined  Magnesia 
were  added  two  ounces  of  fnow-water.  The  mix¬ 
ture  was  allowed  to  ftand  for  fome  time,,  then 
fhaken  violently,  and  afterwards  filtered.  The 

liquor 


(  1 7  )  - 

liquor  when  filtered  was  perfectly  tranfparent  *,  and 
being  tailed  by  the  above  gentlemen,  was  found  to 
be  free  from  any  caufticity  or  refemblance  to  the 
tafte  of  lime  water. 

EXPERIMENT  VI. 

To  two  fcruples  of  Mr.  Henry’s  calcined  Mag- 
nefia  were  added  two  ounces  of  fnow- water.  The 
mixture  was  allowed  to  ftand  for  fome  time,  then 
fliaken  violently,  and  afterwards  filtered.  The 
liquor  when  filtered  was  perfectly  tranfparent,  and 
when  tailed  by  the  above  gentlemen,  was  found  to 
be  free  from  any  caufticity,  or  refemblance  to  the 

tafte  of  lime  water. - Obferve,  the  inconfiderable 

tafte,  to  whatever  caufe  it  might  be  owing,  of 
both  the  waters  in  the  two  laft  Experiments,  was 
precifely  the  fame. 

E  X  P  E  R  I  M  E^N  T  VII. 

To  an  equal  but  fmall  quantity  of  each  of  the 
above  filtered  waters  were  added  twelve  drops  of  oil 
of  vitriol:  no  feparation  enfued,  nor  any  precipitation 
afterwards,  in  either ;  but  on  adding  twelve  drops 
of  oil  of  vitriol  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  lime-water, 
altho’  no  feparation  appeared  immediately,  yet  next 
day  the  bottom  and  fides  of  the  glafs  were  covered 
with  fine  needle-like  chryftals*. 

*  The  fimilarity  of  tafte  in  the  5  th  and  6th  Experiments,  to«» 
gether  with  the  unchanged  tranfparency  of  the  7th,  are  the  only 
circumftances  in  which  Glass’s  and  Henry’s  Magnefia  are  found 
to  agree.  And  I  may  here  briefly  obferve,  that  the  impurities 
of  Mr.  Henry’s,  or  any  other  common  Magnefta,  are  not  owing 
to  any  confidetable  impregnation  with  a  calcareous  Earth,  but  to 
feveral  other  aflignable  caufes. 
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EXPERIMENT  VIII. 

On  impregnating  feme  fnow- water,  that  had  been 
filtered  from  a  quantity  of  Glass’s  calcined  Mag¬ 
nesia,  with  fix’d  or  factitious  air,  no  precipitation 
enfued  at  the  time,  or  ever  afterwards.  - - On  im¬ 

pregnating  the  fame  water  with  a  like  quantity  of 
Mr.  Henry’s,  a  perceptible  fediment  was  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  glafs  the  day  after  the  Experi¬ 
ment  had  been  performed. 

EXPERIMENT  IX. 

On  impregnating  a  fmall  quantity  of  lime-water 
with  fix’d  or  factitious  air,  a  confiderable  opacity 
immediately  enfued,  and  next  day  the  bottom  of 

the  glafs  was  found  covered  with  precipitated  lime-f . 

»  .....  . ,  . 

I  have  now  gone  thro’  the  whole  of  Mr.  Henry’s 
Strictures,.  and  hope  the  candid  and  judicious 
Reader  is  perfectly  fatisfied.  Bold  affertions  may 
make  their  way  into  the  world  for  a  while  ;  but  it 
is  only  for  a  while  !  Truth  will  at  length  overtake 
them  ;  and  will  return  them  with  all  the  mifehief, 
with  all  the  injury  they  intended  to  the  innocent, 
back  to  the  guilty  head  from  whence  they  fprung. 

From  the  above  Experiments  it  is  evident  Mr. 
Henry  mull  find  out  fome  other  caufe  for  the 
greater  Levity  of  Glass’s  Magnesia,  than  that 
of  an  impregnation  with  a  calcareous  earth;  for  even 
fuppofing  me  polled:  of  the  grand  Arcanum,  or  in 

other  words,  the'  Philofopher’s  Stone  :  (and  fuch  a 

% 

i 

+  Doctor  Vivian  being  indifpofed,  and  Dodtor  Wall  on  a  jour¬ 
ney  to  Worcefter,  prevented  thofe  Gentlemen  from  attending 
at  the  time  the  7  th,  8  th,  and  9th  Experiments  were  made. 

fee  ret 
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fecret  I  muft  be  poffcfled  of  e’er  I  could  be  able  to 
improve  the  Levity  of  Glass’s  Magneisa  by  an 
impregnation  with  any  calcareous  earth,  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  table  will  evidently  fiiew  *)  yet  the  preced¬ 
ing  Experiments  would  infallibly  have  detedted  it. 

In  making  the  following  Experiments,  the  feve- 
ral  Powders  were  fifted  through  a  very  fine  Lawn 
Sieve,  and  all  of  them  were  dried  (the  calcined 
excepted)  previous  to  their  being  weighed,  when 
a  Medium  of  their  Specific  Gravity  was  taken 
from  three  times  weighing  of  each. 


A  Cubic  Inch  of  Glass’s  Magnesia  of  my  own 


preparing  weighed 
Mr.  Henry’s 


Glass’s  Magnesia  calcined  — 
Mr.  Henry’s  ditto,  as  purchafed 
of  Mr.  Johnfon,  his  agent 

Quick  lime,  - 

Oyfier  Shells  _ _ 

Common  Chalk  _ _ 

Ditto  calcined  - 

Crab’s  Eyes  *  —  ,  ,  , 

Crab’s  Claws  *  - — 


44  grains. 
83  i-haif. 
22  grains. 


|  62  1 -half. 


Lime  Hack’d  in  Air 


428  grains. 
308  grains. 
272  grains. 
192  grains. 
184  grains. 
1  80  grains. 
153  grains. 


The  above  Powders,  marked  thus  *,  .were  bought 
at  Apothecary’s-Hall. 

^  It .  appears  from  this  Table,  that  the  Specific 
jravity  of  Glass  s  jVIagnesia  not  calcined,  is  to 
:hat  of  Henry’s  not  calcined,  as  44  to  83  ;  and 
[>f  Glass  s  MlAgnesia  calcined,  to  Elenry’s  calcined, 
is  22  to  62  i-half.  i^nd  according  to  an  Experi¬ 
ment  made  by  Dr.  Glass  at  Exeter,  the  Specific 

B  2  Gravity 
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Gravity  of  Glass's  Magnesia  is  to  that  of  Henry's 
nearly  as  2  to  3.  How  great  therefore  is  the  dift 
proportion  between  thefe  two  kinds  of  Magnrefta, 
in  the  very  criterion  which  is  univerfally  admitted 
W  be  the  moft  unqueftionable  teft  of  their  purity  ! 

The  calcined  Magnesia  ufed  in  the  above  Expe¬ 
riments  was  taken  from  a  quantity  which  was  calcined 
at  the  Mufeuin.  Two  ounces  were  put  into  a  melting 
heat,  in  a  wind  furnace,  for  four  hours ;  and  was 
opened  in  the  prefence  of  Dodtor  Smithy  who  found 
that  it  weighed  three  quarters  of  an  ounce ,  and  two 
fcrupks ,  fo  exactly,  that  a  fingle  grain  turned  the 
fcales  either  way,  This  anfwers  precifely  to  Dofior 
Black's  account ;  for  he  found  an  ounce  of  Mag¬ 
nesia,  when  calcined  in  a  heat  fufficient  to  melt 
copper,  weighed  juft  three  drams  and  one  fcruple . 
Dodtor  Parfons  alfo  made  the  fame  Experiment  at 
his  Laboratory  at  Chrift  Church,  and  found  the 
weight  by  calcination  was  dimiriiftled  juft  in  the 
fame  proportion.  This  Gentleman  found  it 'im¬ 
practicable  to  reduce  Glass’s  Magnesia  to  a  quick 
lime-,  though  the  heat  made  ufe  of  in  this  experiment 
was  fo  intenfe  as  to  melt  the  iron  on  the  ftdes  of  his 

wind  furnace  2  vet  with  all  this  heat  it  remained 

* 

perfectly  infipid  and  .  free  from  caufticity. 

I  have  this  further  obfervation  to  make.  That  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  Glass’s  Magnesia  uncalcined  is 
almoft  invariably  the  fame,  from  whatever  parcels 
the  quantities  may  be  taken  ;  and  that  when  calcined 
the  lofs  it  fuftains  by  calcination  is  alfo  the  fame  *, 
which  clearly  proves,  that  it  is  always  prepared  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  certain  invariable  ftandard,  namely, 
that  of  purity  for  if  at  all  adulterated  with  any  ex¬ 
traneous  matter,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  adjuft  it, 
fo  as  to  preferve  fo  ex  ad  an  uniformity  fo  that  eft 

fentia} 
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fential  point.  For  this  reafon,  the  different  parcels 
of  Mr.  Henry’s  Magnefia,  made  at  different  times, 
are  found  to  vary  in  their  weight  when  uncalcined, 
and  alfo  in  the  lofs  they  fuftain  by  calcination,  having 
no  fuch  ftandard  by  which  the  preparation  may  be 
adj ufted. — Pure  metals  of  every  kind  are  always  of 
the  fame  weights,  fo  are  pure  earths  of  the  different 
kinds,  and  fo  of  courfe  is  Magnesia,  As  a  proof 
that  Mr.  PJenry’s  Magnefia  has  no  ftandard  of 
purity,  a  cubic  inch  of  uncalcined  Magnefia  taken 
out  of  one  box  weighed  53  grains,  a  cubic  inch  of 
uncalcined  Magnefia  taken  out  of  another  box, 
weighed  no  lefs  than  93  grains  i-half  *,  a  cubic  inch 
of  Mr.  Henry’s  calcined  Magnefia  out  of  one  bottle 
weighed  62  grains  i-half,  and  a  cubic  inch  out  of 
another  bottle  weighed  76  grains. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  mifreprefentation  which  has 
guided  Mr.  Henry  in  the  account  delivered  by 
him  to  the  Publick,  of  the  Qualities  of  Glass’s 
and  his  own  Magnefia,  has  alfo  incited  him  to  in¬ 
vent  another  Faljhood  equally  open  to  detedf ion  with 
any  of  the  preceding.  He  charges  me  with  felling 
lefs  Magnefia  for  the  money  than  Mr.  Glass  ufed 
to  do.  In  anfwer  to  which  I  pofitively  affirm,  that  s 
the  boxes  are  formed  upon  the  very  fame  Moulds 
which  were  ufed  by  Mr.  Glass  in  his  Life  Time, 
and  moft  certainly  contain  an  equal  quantity  :  This 
ridiculous  calumny  therefore  muft  alfo  fall  to  the 
Ground. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  Refutation  I  have  ftu- 
dioufly  avoided  every  Opinion  of  my  own,  confcious 
of  the  little  Regard  generally  paid  to  thofe  who  are 
fubjedt  to  be  fwayed  by  Self-Intereft  •,  happy  had 
it  been  for  my  Opponent,  had  either  his  Modefty, 

his  Diffidence,  or  a  facred  regard  for  Truth  re- 

>  {trained 


ftrained  him  within  the  bounds  of  Decency.— And 
doubtlefs  he  merits  this  Admonition,  That  however 
his  Avarice  or  his  Neceffities  might  plead,  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  gratifying  the  one  or  relieving  the  other  at 
the  Expence  of  my  Reputation  and  Fortune,  was 
not  only  mean,  but  criminal. 

Before  I  conclude,  my  gratitude  obliges  me  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  exceeding  polite  and  liberal  treatment 
I  have  experienced  from  the  Faculty  at  Oxford,  who 
favoured  me  fo  often  with  their  attendance  during 
the  Courfe  of  the  preceding  Experiments  :~Gentle- 
men  with  whom  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  in 
the  leaft  connected  ;  uninfluenced  by  any  confidera- 
tion  other  than  a  laudable  defire  of  inveftigating 
truth,  and  the  detection  of  falfliood  *,  entirely  unpre¬ 
judiced  by  any  opinions  previoufly  formed  ;  and 
who  voluntarily  undertook  thefe  Experiments  on  my 
fignifying  a  wifti  to  obtain  their  Sanction,  fiiould 
the  Magnesia  prepared  by  me  be  found  to  merit 
approbation. 

It  remains  that  I  apologize  for  this  intrufion 
upon  the  Reader’s  patience,  who  I  flatter  myfelf  is 
long  fince  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  malevolence 
of  my  Opponent,  whofe  want  of  candour,  and  every 
principle  of  integrity,  is  but  too  confpicuous  ;  and 
Ihould  any  exprefllon  have  efcaped  me,  that  upon 
cooler  refle&ion  I  might  wifh  to  have  omitted,  let 
it  be  attributed  to  the  malicious  and  unprovoked 
calumnies  and  mifreprefentations,  with  which  Mr. 
Henry’s  Libel  is  replete. 

P.  DELAMOTTE, 

High-Street,  Oxford.* 

17  th  Feb.  1774. 


(  23  ) 


POSTSCRIPT. 

UPON  the  Publication  of  Mr.  Glass’s  Eflay  on 
the  Virtues  of  this  Medicine,  it  appears  that 
he  prefented  the  late  celebrated  Doctor  Huxham 
with  a  Box  of  Magnesia,  accompanied  by  his 
Pamphlet  on  that  Subject ;  in  confequenee  of  which 
the  following  Letter  from  the  Dodtor  was  received 
by  Mr.  Glass,  and  may  now  be  feen  by  any  Gentle- 
man  who  will  be  pleafed  to  call  at  the  late  Mr, 
Glass’s  Houfe  in  the  High-Street,  Oxford. 

“  SIR, 

J  Received  your  polite  letter ,  ingenious  differ tati on, 
and  very  kind  prefent  laft  week  for  which  I 
very  heartily  thank  you - - 

6 1'0lir  Magnefia  is  greatly  fuperior  in  lightnefs , 
hrightnefs ,  fmoothnefs ,  and  goodnefsy  to  any  I  have 
ever  feen  from  abroad  or  at  home . 

I  could  never  make  any  fo  beautiful  and  light ,  the? 

I  moft  carefully  wafhed  the  Precipitate  in  many  waters 9 
hot  and  cold ,  and  boiled  it  both  in  frefh  water  and 
cyfer-fhell  lime  water ,  in  order  more  perfectly  to  divefi 
it  of  the  vitriolic  falts — and  I  then  dried  it  with  a 
pretty  fir ong  heat  \  yet  none  of  mine  was  equal  to  yours, 

,  “  ’  Tis 
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«  ’Tis  but  doing  juftice  therefore  to  your  Preparation 
to  recommend  it  ftrongly  to  the  Public  on  all  proper 
cccajions  *,  which  I  jhall  not  fail  of  doing  :  and  parti¬ 
cularly  have  this  very  day ,  dejired  two  Ladies  of  dif- 
tin£liony  who  are  for  the  prefent  under  my  carey  to  fend 
for  fome  of  it  for  their  ufey  as  foon  as  they  return  to 
he  Bath. - 1  have  given  them  a  fpecimen  of  your* s . 

“  /  have  at  prefent  an  inflammation  in  my  eyesy 
that  makes  writing  troublefome  to  me ,  ctherwife  I 
might  have  J aid  more  on  this  heady  but  can  now  only 
affure  you  that  I  amf 

SIR , 


Tour  greatly  obliged , 


KL. 


And  moft  obedient  Servant 9 


:'V«, 


m mt- 


Plymouth, 

1 8  th  May,  1764. 


J.  H 


Vl  9  Mr.  Samuel  Glafs,  Surgeon , 

at  OXFORD. 


FINIS. 


